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Dilip Chakrabarti: dcha42@aol.com, Ranadeb Sarkar: ranusarkar@hotmail.com
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Organized By: KPC Bengali Hall of Fame Organized By: Bengali Association of Greater Chicago,
President: Parthasarathi Mukhopadhyay Chairperson: Indranil Roychaudhury

June 30, July 1 &2, 2023 July 4,5 &6, 2024

Jim Whelan Boardwalk Hall, Atlantic City, NJ | Renaissance Convention Center, Schaumburg, IL

2022 ELECTION RESULTS OF CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF BENGAL.
The final list of elected officials sent by the Election Commissioners

Board of Trustees (BOT) Members — Following members have been elected:

Kallol Chattopadhyay, Sugata Bagchi and Gopendu Chakrabarti

Executive Committee (EC) Members - Following members have been elected

a) President: Ranadeb Sarkar

b) Vice President —Tapas Sanyal, Dipayan C Sarkar

c) Secretary - Partha S Chakraborty

d) Assistant Secretary — Indrasish BasuRoyChoudhury

e) Committee Members — Dipankar Chattapadhyay and Sudipta Chattopadhyay
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3 storied building family house on the -2nd lane of 1st Avenue.

Away from traffic noise. Park on the opposite side of the road. Top floor for outright sale. 1800 sq.ft, including 2
front balconies and 1 balcony on the back. 2 bathrooms with fitted Gysars. 4 BHK, fully furnished with AC in
each room. All legal papers are in perfect condition. Asking price is 1.5 crores rupees (negotiable).
Interested person can contact with Mrs. Rekha Bhattacharyya: Ph. No: 973-204-2840, Email ID:
sirrobinel@gmail.com
For inspection please contact Dr. S. Bhattacharya: Ph. No: 011-91-98300 52402,

Email ID: drswapan@hotmail.com
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Flegant 4 BHIK Flat For Sale
Mandeville Gardens, Kolkata (near Gariahat)
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HERITAGE AND ROYAL JEWELLERY MAKER:

OR JEWELLERS OF THE ROYAILS
Shubadip Roy (Shubo)

Bengal Jewellery from Kolkata, West Bengal, India has always been making exclusive heritage jewellery for the
royals and has largely remained unexplored. Till date , exclusive jewellery houses across the globe would be struck
with awe and would find intricate craftsmanship with its collection of precious stones.

In 1811, Bengal Jewellery started as Roy Cousin & Co. Jewellers, from 4 Dalhousie Square, Kolkata. In 1924,
Bengal Jewellery was formed under the able guidance of late Sambhunath Roy and was carried forward by

Late Asok roy. Presently, his wife Sreemati Dhira roy and her three sons, Ranadip, Shubadip and Sreedip along with
their wives look after the business. Over the past century, the house of Bengal Jewellery served as court jewellers to
numerous of them out of the 562 princely states across India.

Shubadip's father, late Asok Roy acquired Tipu Sultan’s father Haider Ali’s Takti or Tabeez ( Muslims wear on neck).
It was sold to him by someone (not to mention the name) in 1995. In 2017, while Shubadip was on holiday, he
visited a jewellery exhibition organised by the Al Thani Collection of Qatar in Grand Palais, Paris. That ‘takti’ was
displayed there. Seeing the ‘takti’ filled his heart with joy. Shubadip's maternal grandfather late Bhaben Krishna Roy
was also a jeweller. He was the founder of Bangiyo Shikaar Samity (Bengal Hunting Association) in undivided
Bengal. Under late Bhaben Krishna Roy, 200 hands or 100 artisans worked for the prestigious Hamilton & Co,
Kolkata Bengal Jewelley had been trusted for repairing and restoration of the age old coronation crown, that is being
used by many Indian royals even today. It is because Bengal jewellery has created an intricate restoration
technique which restores the ornament without causing any physical damage.

In fact, Bengal Jewellery had made jewelleries of many princely states of India and Bengal itself. In Bengal, the
royal families of Mayurbhanj, Kalahandi, Hetampur, CoochBehar, Cossimbazar, Lalgola, Mahishadal, Nuddia ,
Jaisalmer and Nepal are few of their clients.

Bengal Jewellery stands for heritage, sophistication and exquisite pieces. In 2022, Bengal Jewellery is stepping into
its 100th year of successful jewellery business. The Roy family, also known as the ' Bengal Jewellery Parivar ' is
excited with celebrations. Rahul Singh (whose late grandmother Rajmata Rupamanjari Debi of Jhargram was a very
close friend of Late Maharani Surithi Tagore in Pathuriaghata and he, himself met the roy family in the palace of
Late Maharani Surithi Tagore and also knew Late Shri Ashok Roy as a very avid collector of royal jewellery and
antiques, stated,” Most of the jewellery of Jhargram royal family came from Roy Cousin & Co. (now, Bengal
Jewellery) It is said that this Kolkata Jeweller remains favourite to royal families of Darbhanga, Bihar , Cooch Bihar,
Burdwan, Orissa, Nepal etc.

Shubadip is proud to be in possession of the heritage jewellery book named Monimala (a book on precious stones).
It is the magnum opus of the jewellery world. In the Indian subcontinental tradition, royals from Maharajas to
Nawab Nizams believe stones possessed magical powers and had jewellery such as sarpech or jighas made of
precious stones. Monimala highlights such traditional thinking around precious stones. The book was written by
Raja Sourindro Mohun Tagore in 1879. According to Shubadip, “Monimala is the encyclopedia of all books written
all over the world on stones.” And each stone is explained in three languages — Bengali, English and Sanskrit.

From the very beginning, Bengal Jewelley has been associated with Raja Sourindro Mohun Tagore family of
Pathuriaghata as family jeweller. This jewellery house has provided their services to creating heritage jewellery for
Tagore family’s — from engagement to marriage, baby shower, puja or religious festivals or any smallest of
occasions.

The late Maharani Suhriti Tagore, the late Maharani Tusharika Roy of Nuddia and Rajmata Pranati Roy, Lalgola

House (whose maternal grandmother was Maharani Jyotirmoyee Devi of Nuddia and mother was Jyotsnamoyee

Devi of Hetampur), the late Rajmata Bharati Rajya Lakshmi Devi Bhanjdeoof Mayurbhanj (only daughter of King

Tribhuvan) are some of their upper crust clients. 99 TE 9 Mo
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b TeF TE HERITAGE AND ROYAL JEWELLERY MAKER:
OR JEWELLERS OF THE ROYALS

Bengal jewellery served as bespoke jewellers for the Darbhanga Royal family from Bihar and Burdwan royal
family in West Bengal. Saday Chand( the younger brother of last Maharaja of Burdawan, Uday Chanda , who
studied in London & settled in Mumbai with apartments along Queens Necklace) had their jewellery made by
Bengal Jewellery.

Rajmata Pranati Roy of Lalgola House is proud of her trusted jeweller , Bengal Jewellery. Her family has been
using jewellery from the same company for five generations. Sitting in her Merlin Park, Kolkata mansion, she
recalled during one of her daughter’s wedding in 1985, she was surprised to receive a Burmese ruby ‘Konthi’ or
choker from Bengal Jewellery even when they suffer from personal tragedy.

With this trust, Bengal Jewellery, has developed their business of heritage jewellery that many cannot claim.
Bengal jewellery believes heritage jewellery never loses its charm. Shubadip makes sure in the day to day
business, the ‘karigar’ or craftsmen keep creating unique pieces of Bengali style jewellery such as Shelly (mostly
made of basara pearl), Sitahar , Konkon, satlohori (Rani haar), Baank (hand wear), Jhapta, Kaanbala, Komorpata
and Nupur. With his family and craftsmen he passionately works with Columbian emerald, Basara pearls, Burmese
ruby (mogok mine), Ceylon yellow sapphire , Kashmir blue saffire and Golconda diamond (type 2A) and
Navoratna jewellery stones.

The annual festive Durga pujo celebration is a perfect time, when everyone likes to showcase Bengal’s jewellery
heritage. From 2022, Bengal jewellery has already collaborated with Pathuriaghata(Notunbazar) Thakurbari or
Prasad in Kolkata not only to highlight age old Bengali heritage of jewellery but also to highlight the utmost
principles of Bengali values, culture and beliefs. A true revival of Bengali sophistication.

It is time for all of us to celebrate the heritage of Bengal Jewellery and its connection to Indian royal heritage as
the world is more knowledgeable about jewellery for Maharajas, Rai Bahadurs, Zamindar-Baboos and princes It is
because of bengal jewellery that today such exclusive jewellery (no matter how small or big) the size of the
jewellery is, every piece is a unique posession for the patron.

Today, Bengal Jewellery remains one of the revered jewellery houses in India. The Jewellery house celebrates
traditional practices of Indian jewellery making with precious metals such as gold studded with diamonds and
other precious stones. As a jewellery maker, Bengal Jewellery creates, renovates and recreates brilliant pieces with
a combination of modern and old designs and most importantly, Specialises in old jewellery repairing-because of
its intricate repairing techniques , only known to the family.

Bengal jewellery Established business ventures with United States for the last 20 years and have four outlets in
Kolkata. They have outlets in Girish Park (HQ), Gariahat, Kankurgachi and City Centre in West Bengal.
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%‘;‘2* Newsletter

Mukti is trying to develop society by implementing some unprecedented plans. The relentless
efforts of Mukti for the well-being of human life and for the protection of the environment are
creating a remarkable transformation. The aim of Mukti is to provide people with livelihood
opportunities as well as to promote their education, health and environmental awareness. We
express our sincere thanks to the organizations and the government who have supported Mukti

in the success of these initiatives.

INAUGURAL CEREMONY OF THE 17TH TSS ANNUAL EVENT

Mukti’s Talented Student
Sponsorship (TSS) program aims
to prepare students to gain
meaningful occupations after the
completion of his/her education
with support from their
sponsors. Besides providing
financial support, the sponsor
can communicate with the
student through an exchange of
letters as well as through visits
to provide moral support.

On 14th & 15th Dec 2022, two
meetings were conducted on
ideal parenting under ACV
(Amplifying Community Voices)
project. A total of 42 women
¥~ from Heramba Gopalpur &
Kuyemuri of Herembogopalpur
GP participated in these meeting
The meeting started with a
game. Participants were divided
CHE . . ~ into two groups.
EDUCATIONAL TOUR OF MODEL VILLAGE BY RAIDIGHI COLLEGE STUDENTS

10 students of the Department of Food and
Nutrition, Semester-V (Hons.), Raidighi College
(affiliated with the University of Calcutta)
visited the model village at Purba Sridharpur
on 15th December 2022 from 11 am to 2 pm.
The students came with the Department Head
and Program Coordinator Dr. Arvinda Shaw, as
part of the practical syllabus
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KPC BENGALI HALL OF FAME

DEDICATED TO BENGALI HERITAGE
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Renowned Names Participating

North America Bengali Conference is proud to announce that world renowned painter
Jogen Chowdhury will be bringing his unique painting exhibits this year at the Sanmelan.

If you are Bengali - you have definitely read the “Animesh Series” - Our growing up with
favorite writer Samaresh Mazumdar and his novel Kalbela. Samaresh Mazumdar will be
attending this year’s NABC.

We are also very happy our International Kolkata Book Fair organizer, writer, publisher
Tridib Chattopadhya will be attending.

Welcome to the "Youth Forum" aka the NextGen
Group! From "bacchas" to working professionals, we J
are striving to connect our next generation Bengali
Americans together to celebrate our cultural Follow us on Instagram!
heritages and duality of our identities. @nabcnextgen

EVENT SCHEDULE COMING SOON!
Interested in helping out at an event, or want to
partner with us to host a seminar? Please send an
email to nabcnextgen@gmail.com!
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Konya Badsa
Coordinator
New York, NY

Data Scientist at
Aetna/CVsS

Sohini Sircar
Networking Lead

New York, NY
Public Health
Professional/MBA
Candidate at NYU
Stern

Shankadip Chakraborty
Cultural Lead
Franklin Park, NJ
Data Analyst at Bank
of America

Networking Lead
Plainsboro, NJ
Higher Ed Masters
Candidate at Rider
University

Aratrika Dey
Cultural Lead
South Brunswick, NJ
Student at The College
of New Jersey

Subhodeep Chakraborty Aditya Riju Sanyal

Networking Lead

Elizabeth, NJ
Internal Medicine
Physician at Trinitas
Medical Center

Sohom Sen
Publicity Lead
Edison, NJ
Tech/PM Consultant
at Deloitte

Rishov Chatterjee
Networking Lead
Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Sr Data/ML Engineer
at LEO Technologies

Tanaya Badsa
Social Event Lead
Edison, NJ
Occupational
Therapist at JFK
Medical Center

Ishani Sanyal
Content Creator

White Plains, NY
JD Candidate at Pace
University School of
Law

Disari Bhattarcharya
Social Event Lead
East Brunswick, NJ

Data Science Masters
Candidate at NJIT

Rai Mitra Thakur

Content Creator

Hillsborough, NJ
Student at
Hillsborough High
School

Ishita Kundu
Social Event Lead

East Brunswick, NJ

Talent Acquisition at

SoundCloud

Malhar Lakshman
Content Creator

Bloomington, IN
Student at Indiana
University

Anisha Pal
Social Event Lead
New York, NY
Data Manager at
Mount Sinai Health
System

Piyal Palit

Event Advisor

Montclair/Edison, NJ
Student at Montclair
State University
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NABC 2023 Students Choir
IAET T TCAAET AF G AFHT 97075, HowT FHE| (NE FE 9FT0G w@Rlald I
W@ bED (CTE SeIF WHte CTAE aF Ay SIS 80SH INCHAGT AF Il SIS TAIS!
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- |

é?@ NORTH AMERICA BENGALI CONFERENCE
oz) (<o ORGANIZED BY KPC BENGALI HALL OF FAME, NEW JERSEY
J\_I}
(o) 30 JUNE, 162 JULY 2023 AT JIM WHELAN BOARDWALK HALL, ATLANTIC CITY, NJ
KPC BENGALI HALL OF FAME
DEDICATED TO BENGALI HERITAGE

NABC =2
STUDENTS CHOIR e

100 Students 4 National Anthems

BE PART OF THE 43RD NABC
INAUGURAL CEREMONY
AT THE WORLD FAMOUS STAGE!

3@th FRIDAY

@ Jim Whelan Boardwalk

J U N E Hall, Atlantic City, N

Inviting students Grade 1 to 12
pan USA and Canada to be part
of "NABC students Choir"
performing 4 National
Anthems.

Participation Form
and FAQ
@ www.nabc23.net

Register by Jan,31st 2023
@ NABC2023.ngt b

14
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NORTH AMERICA BENGALI CONFERENCE
ORGANIZED BY KPC BENGALI HALL OF FAME, NEW JERSEY
30 JUNE, 1 &2 JULY 2023 IR I

KPC BENGALI HALL OF FAME
DEDICATED TO BENGALI HERITAGE AT JIM WHELAN Bynnwmu L, ATLANTIC CITY, NJ |

NABC

STUDENTS CHOI h

& o

100 Students 4 National Anthems
BE PART OF THE 43RD NABC INAUGURAL CEREMONY

AT THE WORLD FAMOUS STAGE!

Q. What is NABC Students' Choir ?
A. NABC Students' Choir will consist of a group of student Gatherers to sing the National Anthem.

The choir songs are - National Anthem of 4 countries USA, Canada, India, and Bangladesh

Q. When and Where ?
A. June 30th Time: 4PM
Jim Whelan Boardwalk Hall, Atlantic City, New Jersey

Q. What is NABC ?
A. North America Bengali Conference - Foldly Called NABC/Bangasanmelan
NABC 2023 is the 43rd Year - A legacy for Bengalis of North America. 1000+ performers from domestic

and overseas perform over 3 days to more than 8K crowd.

Q. What is the age group?
A. Any students from Grade 1 to Grade 12 in USA or Canada.
Vocal Grade 1 to 12 and Instrument : Grade 6 to 12

Q. How will the students be acknowledged?
A. Every participant will be awarded a Medal, Participation Certificate, and Group Photo of the ensemble.

Q. Does the participant need to be fluent in English and Bengali?
A. Preferred to have bilingual skills but not mandatory, BUT surely have the urge and interest to learn the anthems

to their best ability for performing. "Urge to learn”

Q. Does the Participant have any preference for any anthem?

A. USA and Canada are mandatory, India and Bangladesh - Yes you need to prepare too but Trainers will align the Choir

Q. Who will train the participants?
A. There will be a team of professionals who will guide, train, and prepare the participants.

Q. Is there a practice schedule?
A. At-home practice. Material and practice instructions will be shared.
Live Online practice sessions will be scheduled - Calendar will be published in advance.

Q. How many students are there in the choir?
A. 100 Students (Vocals plus Instruments).

Q. How do | enroll?
A. Select your registration package and register at https://nabc2023.net/junior-choir-registration

and fill up the NABC Students Choir form.

15
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RERKPC Bengall Hall of Fame ame

Presents

NABC 2023

%
KPC BENGALI HALL OF FAME 1 - 08 T
2 Y7 s . ,"l N | o
g h"’\’-:—i |

“43rd North Amerlcan engdl on erence 2023! :
30 June, 1 & 2 July 2023 3 Jlm Whelan Boardwclk Hall, Atlantic City, NJ

A delightful and honest presentation inspired by our ideals, heritage and culture

Name of the Organization you are attached with [Optional]

First Name: Last Name:
Street Address: State: Postal Code:
Phone Number: Email Address:
Name of Spouse/Partner [For Family or Couple only]:
Extra Adult [Up to 4] Optional: [$200 Each]
Extra Children [Up to 4] Optional: [$50 Each]
Registration Category: Rate Hotel Food Thursday Night Seat
- B - » . Meet & Greet
O Standard Student [$150] Book Separate Book Separate  Book Separate Reg.
O standard Individual [$200] Book Separate Book Separate  Book Separate Reg.
O Standard Couple [S300] Book Separate Book Separate Book Separate Reg.
O standard Family [2+2] [$350] Book Separate Book Separate Book Separate Reg.
O Benefactor Student [S400] ‘Book Separate Book Separate  Book Separate Pref,
O Benefactor Individual [$500] ~Book Separate Book Separate = Book Separate Pref.
O BenefactorCouple [$900] , BookSeparate  Book Separate . Book Separate Pref.
O Benefactor Family [2+2] [61200] | Book Separate Book Separate = Book Separate Pref.
O Deonor [242] [$1500] 2 Nights. Book Separate ' Book Separate - Pref.
O Prime Doner [2+2] [52200] 3Nights | 2 Lunch for2 ' YES—For2 Pref.
| ' , : 3 Dinner for 2
OO Bronze Sponsor [2+2] [$3000] SANights .2 Breakfast for4 YES — For 2 Spl.
» N . Nt 2 Lunch for 4
¥t -3 Dinnerfor 4
O Silver Sponsor [4+2] [$5000] 4 Nights 2 Breakfast for6 YES—For4 Spl.
2nd Room 2 Lunchfor 6
Reduced Rate 2 Dinner for 6
Total Payment: Discount: Final Payment:
Payment Method:
O Cash [Amount: Collected By: ]
O Check [Amount: Check# Check Payable to KPC Bengali Hall Of Fame ]
O Zella [Amount: Conf# Pay to kpcbhofnabc2023@gmail.com ]

Contact: Web-Site — www.nabc2023.net Email [Registration] — nabcreg2023@gmail.com

Email [General] — kpcbhofnabc2023@gmail.com

16
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ACCOMMODATION — NABC 2023 - ATIANTIC TY
NABC Reservation links will be provided soon. NABC
2023

2023

5 minutes
driving distance
' . Boarders will
gel free Parking
al hotel as well
as al the venue
Shullle service
* will be provided
for boarders
who has no car.

539 East Absecon

Bivd, Absecon, NJ 08201
+1-609-910-0380

Standard Rates under $200 per night per room

5 minutes driving
distarce

Barders will gel

i free Parking at

| holel as well as

] al lhe venue .

| Shultle service
will be provided
for boarders who
has no car.
+1-609-244-6101

3000 Boardwalk At

Morris Ave, Atlantic
City, NJ 08401 US

15 minules
dnving dislance
Boarders will gel
free Parking al
hotel as well as
al the venue .
Shullle service
will be provided
for borders who
has no car

4018 New York Rd,
Galloway, NJ 08205
(609) 652-1800

1212 Pacific Avenue, s?lo.ln;ge service
Atlantic City, NJ, 08401 o e Provices
+1 609-345-7070  hasnocar.

Deluxe : On Boardwalk : Rates under $3oo per mght

10 minules
walking on
Soardwalk or
lake NABC
trolly tram on
boardwalk for
free: Free
parking for

4 minutes
walking on
Boardwalk or
take NABC
trolly tram
on
boardwalk

boarders al
venue.

o BEODICanT-.

2831 Boardwalk

for free : Free
parking for

801 Boardwalk (609) 487-4600
Atlantic City, NJ 08401 pecary- (407) 992-7902

boarders at
venue

Atlantic City, NJ 08401
1-609-340-4000

Luxury : On Boardwalk : Closest to venue : Rates under $330 per night.

2100 Pacific Avenue
Atlantic City, NJ 08401
Phone: 609-348-4411

2 minutes walk or take free
trolly tram provided by NABC.

17
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BOOTH AREA OVERVIEW
Vendor Booth Setup - 3D Model View

43RD NORTH AMERICA BENGALI CONFERENCE JRESIsBeing’l :
NABC 2023

A8 e O ( 0

concourse Area
Exhibitioh Area 1 Booth Setup
Main :

“ @\\ Staée "C" | exnibitioh Area 2

West Hal g el

Exhibitioh Area 3

Dinning Area
Booth Setup

Exnn»tioT Area 4 T ST

R A AR AAARAAR AR T

a "
\\\\“\\\“

Jim Whelan Boardwalk Hall, formerly known as the Historlc Atlantic City Convention Hall, is a
multi-purpose arena in Atlantic City, Atlantic County, New Jersey, United States. Jim Whelan
Boardwalk Hall is a multi-purpose facility located on the iconic Atlantic City Boardwalk and
features the 141,000-square-foot main arena with a capacity of 14,770 seats as well as the 23,100~
square-foot Adrian Phillips Theatre with a capacity of 3,.200. Constructed in 1929 as the country's
original convention center, for 93 years Boardwalk Hall has dazzled guests and residents of
Atlantic City with legendary stage icons such as Elton John, Paul McCartney, The Rolling Stones,

and the Beatles.

18
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Mr. Milan K. Awon

Convenor, NABC 2022

Chairman Board of Trustees, CAB
New York A

Dear Mr. Awon,

1 would like to thank you and the entire organizing team of the North
American Bengali Conference 2022 for hosting such a memorable event. |
enjoyed all my interactions with attendees. The conversations, especially
the Business Forum events coordinated by Mr. Sumit Ganguli, were
fascinating and helpful for me to better understand the perspectives of the
Bengali diaspora. The cultural performances were so wonderfully staged-
you should be very proud.

A special shout out to Mr. Mridul Pathak who helped facilitate my
participation in the conference.

Thank you for your support and friendship with the Consulate team
and your warm hospitality.

Best regards,

Consul General

1, Ho Chi Mimh Sarand, Kollata 700 071, India
Tek: 91-33-6827-2400  Fax: 91-33-6827 2416
L Web: hps //in. usembary gov
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NABC 2022 - OPENING CEREMONY
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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA, THE UNIVERSAL TEACHER~ Dilip Chakraborty, Ontario, Canada

SriJawahar Lal Nehru once said that
to know modem India, it was
sufficient to know only two persons-
Mahatma Gandhi, the body of India
and Gurudev Rabindra Nath Tagore,
its soul. To make the national fabric
three dimensional and more
comprehensive, | would like to add
one more name- the name of Swami
Vivekananda, the spirit of India.

In ancient India 'Education’ was given
much importance and teachers were
held in high esteem. Swami
Vivekananda was a teacher par
excellence. Thinkers around the
world gave various definitions of
education . But, in my opinion, the
definition given by Swami
Vivekananda is the best. Swami
Vivekananda said,11 Education isthe
manifestation of the perfection already
In man.*

Swami Vivekananda was a complete
teacher- the "Guru". The word 'teacher’
has many synonyms- Teacher,
Preacher, Mentor, Supervisor, Guide
etc. , but the Sanskrit word 'Guru' is the
most appropriate. The word 'Guru'is
made of two words-'Gu'and 'Ru’. 'Gu'
means secret, hidden, concealed,
mystic,...and 'Ru' means to throw light.
Hence he, who enlightens the dark
alcoves of one's life, isthe 'Guru'- the
teacher.

Swami Vivekananda was a Universal
Teacher. He did not teach a few
students inside a class room; he taught
all mankind. He did not teach one
particular subject, he taught the
Religion of Man. He practised what
he preached and he preached what he
practised. He was a complete teacher.
His system encompassed almost all
aspects of education- physical,
mental, moral, intellectual and
spiritual. He put emphasis on building
a strong body. He wanted people to
have " muscles of iron and nerves of
steel”. His lectures electrified the
audience. He was a charming talker,
an erudite scholar and a fluent orator.

His speech had the vastness of the
sky, the depth of a ocean and the
height of a mountain.

Swami Vivekananda realized that
India, with her enormous potential,
was poor and miserable in the
comity of nations, because Indians
lacked scientific knowledge and
modern education. Centuries of
British Rule crippled the Indian
economy . The rulers flourished at
the cost of the ruled. Foreign rulers
were responsible for the drainage
of Indian wealth and pauperization
of the country. As a result Indians
lost their self-esteem.

We all know what hurdles and
hardships Swami Vivekananda
faced to get entry into the Chicago
Parliament of World Religions.
When he reached America, he had
no invitation to attend the
Parliament as a Delegate to
represent Hinduism. Professor John
Henry Wright of Harvard
University was requested to give
Swami Vivekananda a credential.
After listening to the speech of
Swami Vivekananda at Harvard,
Prof. Wright is quoted to have said,
"To ask for the credentials of Swami
Vivekananda is like asking the Sun
to state its right to shine in the
heaven". Prof. Wright also wrote,
“Swami Vivekanada is more
learned that all the scholars of
America put together”.

We all know what poor opinion the
world had about India at the time
of the Chicago Parliament of
Religions.. India was supposed to
be a land of snakes, snake-
charmers and beggars. When
Swami Vivekananda addressed the
seven thousand strong audience as
11 My sisters and brothers of
America", everyone stood up and
gave a standing ovation to him by
continuously applauding for two
minutes. He touched the hearts of
the audience as he greeted the

youngest of nations in the name of the
most ancient order of monks in the
world, the Vedic order of Sanyasins,
who taught the world tolerance and
universal acceptance. The unknown
Hindu monk of yesterday became a
celebrity of tomorrow. Dr. Barrows,
the President of the Parliament said."
Hinduism was represented by Swami
Vivekananda, the orange monk, who
exercised the most wonderful
influence over the audience". The
New York critic wrote," Vivekananda
Is an orator by Divine right". The New
York Herald wrote," Vivekananda is
undoubtedly the greatest figure in the
Parliament of Religions. After hearing
him we feel how foolish it is to send
Missionaries to this learned nation".
The American Press declared in one
voice that Vivekananda was the
greatest figure and the most popular
and influential man in the Parliament.
Itcan be said about Swami
Vivekananda, VIDI, VIN! VICI- he
came, he saw, he conquered. Swrni
Vivekananda single-handedly uplifted
the stature of India in the comity of
nations. In the true sense he was the
Spiritual Father of India.. Swami
Vivekananda said," Society does not
go down because of the activities of
criminals, butbecause of the inactivity
of thegood people".

One single incident is worth
mentioning, which speaks volumes of
the spirit of Swami Vivekananda.
After the Parliament of World
Religions was over, the authorities
told Swami Vivekananda that he was
so handsome, spirited and such a
wonderful orator, but his loose saffron
attire(vest) was not suitable. They
pleaded with him to accept a gift of a
stitched suit from the Committee as a
token of love, respect and
appreciation. Swamiji smilingly
replied,” You hail from a country
where tailor makes a man, but | am
from a country where character makes
aman".
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