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Message from the Convener
Thank You for Making NABC 2026 a Grand Success

Dear NABC 2026 Attendees,

On behalf of the Cultural Association of Bengal
(CAB), the Organizing Committee, and our
countless volunteers, We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to each and every one of you for
making the 46th North American Bengali
Conference (NABC 2026) an extraordinary success.

Your presence, enthusiasm, and unwavering
support transformed NABC 2026 into a memorable
celebration of Bengali culture, heritage, music,
literature, business, and community. It was
truly inspiring to witness thousands of Bengalis
from across North America and around the
world come together to celebrate our shared
identity and strengthen the bonds that unite us.

Organizing an event of this magnitude is a

complex undertaking involving thousands of
attendees, hundreds of performers, speakers,
exhibitors, sponsors, and volunteers. While our
dedicated team worked tirelessly to provide

the best possible experience, we recognize that
some aspects of the conference did not meet
the high standards that you rightly expect.

For any inconvenience you may have experienced,
we sincerely apologize. We value your patience,
understanding, and  constructive  feedback.
Every comment and suggestion we receive
will be carefully reviewed as we continue to
improve. Your feedback is invaluable and will
help us make future conferences even better.

We are proud of what we accomplished together,
but we also remain committed to learning from this
experience. We assure you that the lessons from NABC
2026 will guide our planning and execution sothatfuture
conferences deliver an even higher level of excellence.

As we look ahead, we are delighted to invite you to the
47th North American Bengali Conference (NABC 2027),
which will be held July 2-4, 2027, at the San Mateo
County Event Center, California. We are confident that
NABC 2027 will build upon the strong foundation of
this year's conference while introducing new ideas,
enhanced experiences, and even greater opportunities
for our community to connect and celebrate together.

Thank you once again for your trust, encouragement,
and continued support of NABC. It has been our
privilege & honor to serve this wonderful community.

We look forward to
your family to

welcoming  you and
California for NABC 2027.

With sincere appreciation and warm regards,

Milan Awon

Convener, NABC 2026

North American Bengali Conference 2026

On behalf of the Cultural Association of Bengal (CAB),
the Organizing Committee, and the entire NABC 2026
Volunteer Team
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Rules for submitting articles to Sangbad Bichitra

Submit only one text at a time in any one category.
Send articles to this email : sangbadbichitra5@gmail.com

1) Poems should be within 12-20 lines.

2) Short poems should be within 6-8 lines.

3) Short stories should be between 250-500 words.

4) Stories should be at least 1200 words but no more than 1500 words.

5) Essays/ articles related to literature, science and social issues should be less than
500 (for an article) to 1000 (for an essay) words.

6) News form within your local community about art, culture, etc. should be within
100-500 words. Success stories of your next generation young members on any arena
car be shared.

7) The text should be formatted in Avro font and stored as a MS Word (.docx) file.
Handwritten content, an image (like JPEG or a PDF) file are not suitable formats and
submissions will not be accepted.

8) Content should be previously unpublished and original.

9) Content should be free from typographical and grammatical errors.

10) Any content directly commenting on a political party, religion, caste, nation ora
particular individual in a biased positive or negative manner will not be accepted for
publication.

@ Please understand that if the submitted content does not confirm to the guidelines
set forth above (especially word limit), it will not be accepted for publication (due to
space constraints of a 16-page magazine).

@ This is a publication focused on community(ies) and our main aim is to publish
news from any organization that promotes Bengali art and culture. As local Bengali
organizations submit content to us, we will strive to publish items accordingly.

@ Your opinion is important to us : Please provide your review (via email) of the
contents of “Sangbad Bichitra” as it tackles pertinent subjects and viewpoints and
their manner of presentation. If there is any room for improvement, please do
not hesitate to describe them briefly and we shall publish your feedback in our
subsequent edition.

Advertisement Rates for Sangbad Bichitra - 2025

(Color — Back Page)

1Issue |1/2Yearly Yearly

Full Page | (14x10inch) | $250 | $1,500 | $2,500
1/2 Page (10 x 7 inch) $150 | $750 $1,250
1/4 Page (5x 4 inch) $100 | $500 $1,000
1/8 Page (5x2 inch) $50 | $250 $500

(Color — Inside) 1 Taane || 172 Yearly Yearly

Full Page (14 x10 inch) | $150 $1,000 | $2,000
1/2 Page (10x 7inch) | $100 | $500 $1,000
1/4 Page (5x 4 inch) $75 | $250 | $500
1/8 Page (5x 2 inch) $35 $150 $300

® Minimum three (3) issues.
® Payment is required in advance.
® Make check payable to : CAB
® Mail to : Cultural Association of Bengal
® Address : Arpita Gupta - Treasurer
20, Cambridge Road, Lafayette NJ-07848, U.S.A
® Zelle to : 516-965-5277

\ Digital version published In collaboration with [’ Ra unaq Publication directed by Rupa Majumdar
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Dear Friends of CAB,

We just held the 46th North American Bengali
Conference (NABC) on July 3-5, 2026 at the Westchester
County Center, White Plains, New York. We curated
many high-quality Bengali programs by renowned
artists from Kolkata, Mumbai, and Bangladesh as well
as many young local talented dancers and singers from
North America. 1 would like to thank our program
designers and stage management committee for their
outstanding execution this year, based on the excellent
feedback we received from many attendees.

In my presidential message in the NABC 2026 magazine,
I mentioned that we are at a critical juncture in deciding
the future of our cultural heritage. If we do not take
certain measures within our community and in our
homes as parents, our children and grandchildren may
not be able to speak the language or know much about
Bengali music, art, and culture! We may not expect
many of them to be fluent in reading and writing
Bengali while growing up in this country, but at least
they should know and recognize their immigrant
parents'/grandparents’ heritage and culture!

NABC started with that mission in the early 1970s
to introduce our heritage of rich art, music, and
literature to the first generation of Bengali-Americans,
but unfortunately over the years, the majority of our
children have little or no interest. We parent often
insisted that they come to NABC, but never spent
enough time with them explaining our efforts. The
organizers of NABC also had no serious youth programs
(except arranging large dance parties at night for
older kids) that would create enough curiosity about
our culture in their young minds. Looking back,
we never invited acclaimed artists and writers who
could work with children to teach them our unique
Bengali/Indian arts, like drawing alpona or making
clay figures of traditional Indian dolls or animals that
they could bring home as a keepsake. We adults were
busy attending adult cultural activities like listening to
acclaimed artists visiting from Kolkata, while shopping
and having adda with friends and family. 1 feel this is
what happened with my own grown children, but also
find it to be true of the children of many of my cousins

N

President’s Note

and friends! 1t may be late for our children, but it is
not late for my younger friends as parents who can
make a positive change in the next generation and
create a positive experience of NABC for adults and
children alike!

I have asked many of you to think hard about what
we can do to inject curiosity about Bengali art and
culture in children from K to 12 and leave some
memorable impressions through these programs. This
year, we started the NABC Idol competition to provide
a platform for middle and high school students to
showcase their musical or artistic talents. This would
also encourage parents to attend NABC and register
their children for this competition. Many of our high
school students compete at the regional or state level
in different artistic activities and could get a major
boost if they compete nationally at NABC. If we make
serious investments, we can have major Kolkata TV
stations like Z-Bangla and others join us in bringing
their corporate resources to improve the quality of
this program and make high quality productions to air
in Kolkata. We can create programs where our youth
work with entertainment professionals like well-
known dance and music teachers from India. Music
and art have no geographical barriers and can help
them learn both eastern and western arts to create
their own art and music that can bridge the multiple
cultures they inhabit.

I would like the parents of CAB to send us their
thoughts as to how to make NABC a fun learning
opportunity for our children. This will help make
NABC sustainable in the long run.

Thank you, and 1 hope we will hear from you with
ideas to help shape the future of NABC so that it
remains relevant and attractive for everyone to come
and participate!

Ashok Rakhit

President, Cultural association
of Bengal, North America
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Glimpse of NABC 2026
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Breaks Major Rule for World Cup Finals

for the First Time in History FIFA

Pranav Venkatesh

The 2026 World Cup final could feel more like a Super
Bowl after FIFA confirmed a star-studded halftime
show. However, for them to pull it off, the governing
body has apparently overlooked one of its own rules
on the length of the halftime break. Shakira, Madonna,
Justin Bieber, BTS and Coldplay are all reportedly set
to perform at MetLife Stadium.

However, reports suggest the performances might last
30 minutes. But as per FIFA's rules that the halftime
break should not last more than fifteen minutes. This
decision adds to FIFA’s pattern of rule flexibility at
the 2026 World Cup.

A FIFA spokesman said: “Madonna, Shakira, Justin
Bieber and BTS will co-headline the historic FIFA
World Cup Final Halftime Show, The performance will
be curated by Chris Martin of Coldplay and broadcast
live to millions of fans around the world.”

Super Bowl halftimes usually last for 20-30 minutes
in comparison to the normal 13-minute breaks during
other games. The International FA Board (IFAB) once
turned down a request from CONMEBOL to extend
the halftime break to 25 minutes.

It stated that the extended break might have a
“negative impact on player welfare and safety
resulting from a longer period of inactivity.” When
the breaks usually exceed 20 minutes, the athletes
lose momentum and need to warm up again.

The 30-minute break will certainly pose multiple
challenges in recovery and getting the match intensity
back. In many ways, one can say that the 2025 Club
World Cup final in the USA, which had a 25-minute
break, served as a dress rehearsal for the World Cup.

From weather-enforced delays to the introduction
of the controversial hydration breaks, FIFA adopted
multiple practices for the World Cup.

But the global attention the World Cup garners is

unmatched, and the latest decision drew incredible

flak.

The BBC decided not to air the performance at all
and chose to maintain traditional halftime coverage
with pundits analyzing the first half of play. The
World Cup final is set to take place on July 19 at
MetLife Stadium.

Spain is set to take on the winner of the second
semifinal between Argentina and England. Reigning
European champions Spain beat France 2-0 with a

stellar performance.

On the other side, England is set to renew their epic
rivalry with Argentina. The rivalry between the two
nations stems from geopolitical and purely sporting
reasons.

Their clash at the 1986 World Cup produced an iconic
clash in which Diego Maradona scored both the “Goal
of the Century” and the “Hand of God" goals to inflict
a 2-1 defeat on England.
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Argentina stun England with late rally

to reach World Cup final
Mark Ogden

ATLANTA — Argentina sealed a dramatic semifinal
comeback against England at Mercedes-Benz
Stadium with two goals in the closing minutes
to clinch a 2-1 win Wednesday and book a World
Cup final clash with Spain on Sunday.

The reigning world champions, who won their
third title in Qatar four years ago, looked set to
be eliminated with England leading well into the
dying stages following a second-half goal from
Anthony Gordon.

But as so often in this tournament, Argentina
responded and Enzo Fernndez leveled the score
with a stunning shot from 20 yards in the 85th
minute. Lionel Messi, who assisted the first goal,
again played supplier for the second.

His cross to the far post was met by substitute
Lautaro Martnez, who headed the winning goal
into the net from close range in the second

minute of stoppage time.

“This is incredible, it's truly incredible,” Martnez

said. “I dreamed it, T swear.

I told Alexis [Mac Allister] 1 was going to score
a goal; I told Facu Medina that I was going to
come on and win the match, “We stretched the
team and went all-in. We got the goals in the
end, and after 3years, we're back in a World Cup
final.”

Messi now has 10 assists in the World Cup
knockout stage, six more than any other player

in at least the past 60 years.

And the 39-year-old has recorded a goal or assist
in 11 straight World Cup games dating to 2022,
extending the longest such streak since at least
1966. England’s failure to hold onto their lead
means the 1966 world champions’ wait for a
second World Cup final appearance continues.

“We're disappointed, we were so close, but we
got too passive after we scored and conceded a
lot of chances,” England coach Thomas Tuchel
told the BBC. “We could not turn the ball
possession around and then conceded so many

crosses, chances and shots.

We were close but couldn’t keep the level up
after we scored.” 1t will be Argentina’s seventh
World Cup final as they seek their fourth title
and to join Italy (1934, 1938) and Brazil (1958,
1962) as only the third country to win back-to-
back finals.

England will be left to face France in Saturday’s

third-place game in Miami Gardens, Florida.

12




July, 2026

M 7o

Sangbad Bichitra

ST TTGT TP G (TIPS

T, MR A
IR EESRCIEiO

WO 41, I O, (St AT, (2E SMi— e
arie @ Agfere aes e ) e gme
TOLAS TH THFE @ (102 9978 | AT A faet
T GU6 AT TS T IR O3S
o TG Q4TS AW AN WA (e ey IEEE
TR TS, GIOF T |

e HiE, A BER M A «RiRE SR 2
FA—  TE AE, T4 4T, (9F AT aiwd e qUhe
WA 4 2 @ A (d FE Hfe w9 qW | wwreEe
THRY FAE O T YOS QIA0E | (=E A A Al
T ST (AT (FTA0R | TS DI M6 A0 (R8T A
FPE IOLA T @ [F AN Io0E 9 7@
Tl <@ (ofte T vIiFe @ geeie Sb Wl e
= fate i e g §fF Swaee o gt wEe
A ATeS T GET4 2ME 1 (7 IF 99—

FI FIfoer e
et et sl
@ el v 92
12 w3 A

g e Aife 94 qew 12 9| 94 R Al @uere
ABIMAE FAE (FIFGIF O MG T | O12 GE
M TF P W (B A0 | AIFAE AWETS AHBIE
AL @RS @7 A1 R qY re e [0 ARwE
T AT WG ¢ G Aee g rem w7
APETS AGE FATE (SACEF (6T T KA 0=
ATSI I NG 2| (=G PG Al (BT ARG TS
el w1a STt (3 (| BN (G 27 | O e
e BT | (REER A e = |

QTG SIHCE G T SIGPRAA @ T, A G
ACE FCe 24 | Aae efe sam ife AT (vre 3o
vIEE e e+ 9eRId @ @ P IE0E Gine
el I A6 oifera | @foq Tofg 2re (e IF ATeTE
@7 4B oCS AT | FACS BAICS (A17@ AW SRR AMC |
FPW A AL FECTAS GG TFOF, WF | God (g
YT A A ALA FIACGLZ OIF (ATS (AT T T A
TG | G AN W @ 9o offqwe | 4fE o e
DI 22 | WA TS S O 4TS A 27 GF67 fol
e | 7o (37 AR AT B0 A SRt WA 4 28 FF
1 e oy (Eeite | orheR AN Tee wges

T4 7| G (dre edl 7w T ofel e
crem =1 A a1 =91 AR FEEeol
e T9d G99 F6d o aE o 7 e e
G (EAE IS TNE | GI7E GH0 T T
21l Y | ©FE HTYA DI0e! AL | IO (B |

IS =T (e G, [ora (A e a1 @pee
age *f5aa @ e o Fefe Fare men
2 A AT T I WA © 99 WFAY Fd ol
(A A0S MG TW 92 IS | 92 T A A
3q foafae 1 e foq < <1 ©te =ifs “<Hiae
g, A<, SErefaee! (S5 AW | AW e 4l
ABITE @IS0 OF Wit e $41 20F 92 G2
G AT e 21 IR TEE NFAG eI A |
T T AGT A1 G G YT T G —

BoEel sEE FEaa Al
wifeat @faet B 2t (It i
o1 o1 fife vt e fom wg e
2 <2 9 GUA B € & A
YA (ACE MG T OF AN qCK (@ AT
g 3 IW AE TE

I @ T AT AL

M2 TEAg (Wi

FIGLF TCO 40, TP (AF €3 &a Aur fea
& 7fe FrefEE 201 9iE cifessl, [Tl e SR
g2 (12 A WM ©F TN I DA @Y |
@G | O] AHREYHAEG | AT AR
T G I GO | 2PYfS (AR B SUS (A
(AR (S | 774 22 2 O &% FEA | (TS
ARG T T AN T2 T S | AS A G
e (F4CE O ol 4R1% | (@€ GFIE @FHETE
OIE FBId (TS Je1 29 | e e H| 2 4l
eH-$Pa TME O THFEDS qCH AT A 2 |
ABIA ST T G 27 Swnas wie | 9t e
OIS STE (REAN T A TR | ACS (FS TS AT (A7 |
ICoe if*e @Tor e, =9 = S0 41 SATEE FeT
AL 7T T (e O K T | (TS B @l
TotE W A 2 O (8 H QT T FAE |
g AT tedt Fae Aifeq AeT gfena (reAr =W
AT DT S 2T G |

HAEHG AN AT, G A G A qw Ao

13




July, 2026

N

CoATD | SATCE FTCAT ST ATCH | AT =i+ FLFICT QT 1=
AE-SFSRI | RS G5 N @ T o
I (@04 (ST A | SIS S ONS W) Wt TS (TS
= TS AT | AT AT PEfS, IF G [
WY | S O RS g6 WA Sl | O0d SwaAwtd
Tl SCeE TSR A1 SRS FAAEEnE AT
A G (FEAS S WS (& (- T | S0F @
TR G2 T G A 9 e 56 S, g e
(TS (F¥, OIF IACEH WE ALLE IACS B Al | O
SR GRS B [0S A |

OIQGl O WE FE @ O FIGE N¥ W e oF
q STWCE S ¢4 24 | IEE OF 9 (F9 Smiad
FACE G TG AIE G FEA | T2 @RF G2 N TH
1 9N (Y (RS TIB TE—

e 9% ATSE 9%
e e Wb T
G F SR (T A AL 2G) N
7 93 I AGH-5TH
O TS 52 %{Tad W2 A
FE @A N S @Ry
@mTEE TR (AR

AT (TS N OIF (AR (| O A
A | GO TACS! FAF WA (@ A | e o
A W o 9 FAF THE, Tl GIA-NIIF
TFEPCS AR TS AGE FF €79 G ST |
OHF TF CE O FES Ffo FACO A |

TR o9 efefyme @ 9 (F FRS we F4
T GEE G e edfoze Fare A onE frw
FACOE Y TSI TF T 2 | ALE 9 2 * NF |
G (FEAmAd W e 98 9 91 g 9ig | 9K
Gl TF—

2o T afeare

T qUA A T B

DI S T T

TS @A Y8 (PO T AT A
9 [0
IO S W
feq fr ofes ao
Erisoiec il
TR (AR FINHA FEF T AR

G3q THIFE AE anrel Sewmel A0E | (FNA- A0H
AT O | PO T PIAHA | T GHT (N BT |
A% ¥ T, SR A CAE | G qARE

Sangbad Bichitra

e qce Wy 7 of e oifdgtes I 99re o
AE €79 e GIF I G (@S [ @12 9
e elfefem e I @12 | 931 79 5 TS AN
SR IR TSR NE TR | YA A | GIHFT Al
AT ES AR | PO (TS 491 Y T, FCAN AH Al
A, QI B, B Y B (A0, SR T I
E— &3 5 3w fvee #iit | gu+ & s Teeg w6t
faqtes N < ©f T qAR—

Y AL R

R G W FE R (RS- e, @e- o)
FIEET 9 O ©fF FH0e g T4 20—

QI =R Aol
6T o183 Tme @iy & wf
DI @A N TH Ar©l GG @RV

A GFOFE A GAE | (FANT— TS (*F Fimg we
fAm mel, grem (e e = few et e
PG (L @G 2 | N O @E Q@A 29
A AW §A € I (Y G T A T2HA ©Iem
TACC TIWFAWE AT 2F | TiF @ ©F
FACH S A0 K1 T, A G GEl 2F | 6 (A,
IS UrE, 2T S, (6 T TAE GEIENS
¥ W08 WES A Gg T SADE, 2T AR |
AAFR T4, GHAGF Te, e WIS, T T, (6,
(oI T, SRR oI, Y0 | THS P9l & @ T2
41 77, OFF 9 (73] OIS TF-FFE, TH- [ T@
(13! HEIA (AT arens e Tz efes A |

o

14




July, 2026 Sangbad Bichitra
M Spfoa olen
ey v&aa

e (TACEH T ATl (A7 AFhod a2«

Toge (@M S SR R (8 WA W |
GH(AI AT W6 WG ANGAE T SIAd WCId A 5991,
ST FH G THp, WE AL A1 |

TE OR1Z AR ANEY G AR TS (e |

*FTeF AFC A1 A, 2@ 28 @R S8 (Y e
T G (ATE SefS, @ @9, B Sfesee] |
e TS @I e SFAE Tl |

s fe 9fe? ey @nee wfites, ©a 2@ o 5w 2@
«fF @y T oy i Jersy agfrs afy f&=r?

7 AT 2Pl AL, 7 AFCE G183 AT©

70 A (19, 20 e, #Aia w9 et

PP JASAT AN (A
TeY b@aal
BCACo!, e

I G 7 A pHR, wf core w9 @
TR (AP (| (I A0, (G2 A wY (2T, @Y
g A, TG |

S-S HHE TN A AT GO S A
AT,

T T FAO (T A (P Argmg
(B (BT I TeiteTe eI ICRITaE, iteia, S Tewe |

LA @A T e 2R TE ¢ @< (et
L™ |1 90, 9o 0% | G AR 2AE 1 IS B,
BIGRIGICRES

IR (TE P TS I GF R (A ES
SME—R AR AT & TAF o1 B9 Jez @<
e A

O (RETET: WSC (A T Ve, AK3 ig A |
O a2, AR G I S (e SIEa
B |

ofqel: 7 e A9 A, o o A o, oy
I Srefere | ©d wifie © Srafers, Aa e ae?
oo 26 e, @7 o e |

seTs afesrfe am @en

TR O QE By W T, @ b e S
I | (7 T, AN @ W, 99 fe 13re ¢ oo
T8 SR ARE |

O3 © oPied faaw, oy O 78, T-SHeEs, ¥ @8

15




July, 2026 Sangbad Bichitra

g et WY GF I3 S Fcia
qEFEFe! AACLF
WPARAGH, WiF JEa1g
T Ane few @R Ui <o vt e T | O el

AR T AN 7 -
LT T, SISl A19S B | NN A

TA9Y 20 8Y ITF QAN G2 FTEIWME @A el e (7 AP, S @i e |
W aRg 9ite Oig A (Yl 2EW €

s e weifeR w1, g i, O FIWC ST AT, R e,

i w1, #jef W, e, e 7w A

G 2w e eacs A Ao #ifawa fam,
G AT 1% opening ceremony
R SR SR (72 s U e o ARy Al
Arsfe @ G QT G B Al ‘Gofve @ qERETT AU (T AT FE ST
12 XY FAN (AT | TN A A
fashion show (® 26tes #ifa, (a9 =" T (e TAACHEC |
- o =

NABC 2026 Literary Seminar: Few Moments

S { |

Photo courtesy: Shiv Kar

Sangbad Bichitra - July 2026. Digital Version. Published by Cultural Association of Bengal, North America.

16




