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DANCE OF DEMOCRACY-MODI 3.0 WITH A BRAKE

Professor Debanjan Banerjee

[ often quote. It gives me immense pleasure. The eternal quotes
relate the matter and make everyone understand everything in nut
shell.

“Democracy is the government of the people, by the people, for
the people.”

And, “Democracy 1s the worst form of Government except for all
those other forms that have been tried from time to time”

The two pillars of international statesmanship quoted these, years
ago. none other than Abraham Lincoln and Winston Churchill.

Democracy and the right to franchise the truest synonyms where
people the fate makers create his government make his or her own
leaders to run the show. The biggest ever democracy of the world
our own mother India has completed this gigantic extravaganza
starting from 19" of April to 1* June 2024 (7 phases) in the name of
Lok Sabha Elections vis-a-vis the General Elections 2024. Indeed.
the Dance of Democracy.

543 parliamentary seats across the country plus the legislative
assembly elections in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh. Odisha. and Sikkim along with the by-elections for 25
constituencies in 12 legislative assemblies.

More than 968 million people out of a population of 1.4 billion
people were eligible to vote, equivalent to 70 percent of the total
population. 642 million voters participated in the election and
312 million of them were women, making it the highest ever
participation by women voters. This was the largest-ever election.
surpassing the earlier election, and lasted 44 days. second only to
the 1951-52 Indian general election.

Incumbent prime minister Narendra Damodardas Modi, who
completed a second term. ran for a third consecutive term after

his Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had relished an absolute
majority—303 and 282 seats—in the 2019 and 2014 elections.

Like earlier in 2024 also, leading media and research organizations
conducted opinion poll three to four months before elections and
thereafter the new trendy exit poll after the final phase of elections
on 1 June. And, most of them (read leading thirteen such media
and research surveyors) predicted for a thumping majority to BJP

(300 — 320 plus) and NDA to 350 plus based on a scientific sample
surveys claimed by them in comparison to 28 parties combined
ILN.D.I.A alliance led my Indian National Congress.

Euphoric Saffron camp were jubilant, but, from the very beginning
of the broadcast of these exit polls the opponents were sharply
sceptical about this exit polls and blamed the ruling party and
further accused them as a paid one, being most of the Indian media
barons have become the lapdog of the BJP and they are no more as
watchdog, the new stigma “Godi Media™

The D day on Tuesday. the 4™ of June the world has seen the real
verdict of the people representing the greatest and the biggest ever
democracy of this globe. Yes. opinion polls and exit polls were
not on target. but, also can’t say completely wrong. The pragmatic
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Indian voters exhibited immense maturity and showed a vyellow
card to the 1* boy (BJP led by Narendra Modi) of 2014 and 2019,
but, on the contrary, kept him as number one with a curtailment
of 63 marks (read seats) and finally 240 with a shortage from an
absolute majority. the magic figure of 272; though, along with the
allied parties NDA reached the magic figure easily with a total
number of 293 seats.

The grand old party the main opposition Indian National Congress
performed much better along with its important and leading
allied partners of [LN.D.LLA alliance like Samajwadi Party led by
Akhilesh Yadav, Trinamool Congress led by West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee — the firebrand critic of Narendra Modi
and DMK, led by M.K. Stalin.

Congress, SP and TMC did pretty well with an increase of 47,
32, 7 seats in comparison to the last elections. Congress finished
with just one short of three figures — 99, SP had a huge gain In
the cradle of Indian politics namely Uttar Pradesh snatching huge
number of seats from Modi-Yogi the so called double engine
governments. In fact, the shortage of seats from UP had been
one of the crucial factor of BJP for not reaching the magic figure
singlehandedly. Significantly, Ram Mandir failed to give any sort
of dividend to Saffron whatsoever. Voters becoming more mature,
temple — mosque would not suffice anymore — proved blatantly. In
West Bengal. the Saffron succumbed to Mamata-Abhishek duo’s
beneficiary and populous policies and lost 6 seats.

The increase of seats of [.LN.D.I.A (Indian National Development
Inclusive Alliance/40 party alliance) touching 236, the credit must
go to Rahul Gandhi specially his Bharat Joro Jatra, Akhilesh Singh
Yadav for his strategy across UP - one of them is seat distribution
among different caste, creed and religion, tie up with Congress and
convincing people about the credibility and integrity of BJP and
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Mayawati. In West Bengal both Mamata and Abhishek Banerjee
triumphed over BJP with the beneficiary policy and the deprivation
theory of Centre and the voters got convinced.

Despite all these odds, again Narendra Damordas Modi proved
himself worth and becomes the prime minister of world’s largest
democracy for three consecutive terms touching Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru’s record and BJP became single largest party, more seats
that the 40 party alliance ILN.D.LLA. Truth is stranger than fiction.

Modi 3.0 begins with a bang from 9" June. Though this time
situation is a bit different and tricky. Its NDA government, not
BJP. The two leading ally JD (U) and TDP led by two veteran
politicians Niitish Kumar and Chandrababu Naidu have to be taken
into consideration while taking any major decisions. Already they
are bargaining important cabinet portfolios along with other allied
parties. They too have their regional and vote agendas to fulfil. and.
Modi cannot rule it out, the compulsion of continuity.

Meanwhile before elections many promises made, the significant -

All 70-plus senior citizens to be covered under Ayushman scheme,

Free ration scheme to continue for next five vears, Ensure clean
drinking water, Har Ghar Nal se Jal for all households in villages,
towns and cities,
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Provide free electricity to poor households under PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli Yojana,

Introduce more HTs, [IMs, AIIMS and other such institutes, Introduce
more [[Ts, [IMs, AIIMS and other such institutes, three models of
Vande Bharat trains are to be run — Vande Bharat sleeper, Vande
Bharat chair car, and Vande Bharat metro, New age trains, world
class stations, to expand metro network, Implement "One Nation,
One Student ID’ through the Automated Permanent Academic
Account Registry (APAAR) to store academic qualifications, credit
scores and certificates, among others for students from pre-primary
to higher education, Make One Nation, One Election a reality, To
expand PM Awas Yojana and PM Ujjwala Yojana, Uniform Civil
Court, NRC — CAA, And, above all Make Bharat the third-largest
economy.

The old proverb laments, over promise and under delivery is bad.
Better to promise less, but, deliver more. Namo promised a lot,
though, we all are really hopeful. Yes, this time there is an if and
but, its National Democratic Alliance (NDA), the critics already
started saying in a sarcastic tone Nitish Dependence Alliance.

Can 56 inches overpower this? Time will tell. The real litmus taste
of the slogan *Modi Hai to Mumkin Hai”

About the Contributor

Author, Editor, Speaker, Political Commentator, Media
Educator and a Television Debater. Presently he is the Dean —
Media Science, Techno India Main Campus, Kolkata. Visiting

Professor, SRFTI, Ministry of 1 & B, Govt. of India. He can be
contacted at debanjan.mediaguru@gmail.com
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Dilip Chakrabarti
New Jersey, USA
As a child 1n a refugee tamily— hardship and poverty
engulfed him all around and he struggled out it by
his own hard work and tenacity. He received his
education in Calcutta and Jadavpur University. In
mido0os he migrated to USA. After working for
couple of years he opened a Drug Store in Queens
of NY City. He always worked for the wellbeing
of the community. His philanthropic works in West
Bengal were recognized by awarding him oOothe
Philanthropist of the Yearoé award by Ram Mohan
Mission of Kolkata with a Gold Medal and 5 Lacs of
Rupees. Most notables are a charitable eye hospital
for the village people in a rural area near Kolkata and
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an addition of hall of edifice in Jadavpur University
where onsite interviews for the employments are
taken. His donations were also received by hospital
and high school (Chakrabarti Family Scholarship) in
USA. He is one of the founding members of NY Kali
Mandir in Baldwin— NY State. He is also a writer
who has three published books in his credit and has
written numerous articles which were published in
USA and West Bengal namely— The Statesman— The
Rockland Journal and in many other newspapers and
Magazines. His recently published book "Walking
Alone" is available in Amazon.com— Barnes and
Nobles. He was the Editor of the Bengali newspaper
"Sangbad Bichitra" which i1s circulated in USA. He
is currently serving as the Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Cultural Association of Bengal who runs
the Bengali Conference NABC in USA.

He 1s extremely grateful to CAB for recognizing
him for his dedication and sacrifice for the humanity.
He dedicates this recognition to all the mothers whose
sacrifices are rarely recognized by the society at large.
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Advertisement Rates for Sangbad Bichitra - 2023

(Color — Inside)

1 Issue
$250
$150
$100

1/2 Yearly
$1,500
$750
$500

Full Page (14 x10 inch)
112 Page (10 x 7 inch)
1/4 Page (5 x4 inch)

1/8 Page (5 x 2 inch) $50 $250

* Minimum three (3) issues.

* Payment is required in advance.
¥ Make check payable to : CAB

¥ Mail to

Cultural Association of Bengal

\-

1 Issue
$150
$100
$75
$35

Full Page (14 x10 inch)
1/2 Page (10 x 7 inch)
1/4 Page (5 x 4 inch)
1/8 Page (5 x 2 inch)

% Address :
346 Yale Road, Garden City,
NY 11530, USA

% Zelle to : 516-965-5277

$500
$250
$150

\

-

Editorial Committee
Sudipta Chattopadhyay
Lipika Mukhopadhyay

Board of Trustees 2023
Dilip Chakrabarti Chairperson
Abhik Dasgupta Member
Ashis Sengupta Member
Ashok Rakhit Member
Gopendu Chakrabarti Member
Kallol Chattopadhyay Member
Milan Awon Member
Pranab Das Member
Sugata Bagchi Member
Surajit Sengupta Member

Executive Committee 2023
Ranadeb Sarkar President
Tapas Sanyal Vice President
Arpita Gupta Vice President
Dipayan Sarkar Vice President
Partha Sarathi Chakrabarty General Secretary
Indrashish Basu Roychoudhury Assistant Secretary

Debiprosad Palit Treasurer
Sudipta Chattopadhyay Member
Dipankar Chattopadhyay Member

Lipika Mukhopadhyay Co-Opt Member
Amitabha Choudhury Co-Opt Member
Amit Ganguly Co-Opt Member

Pradip Gupta
Hasanuzzaman Saki
Piya Roy

Co-Opt Member
Member
Member
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