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Remembering Alolika Mukherjee

A Life of Love and Literature

Alolika Mukherjee, age 82, of Wayne for over
fifty years, passed Saturday, August 15, 2026.

Born to Nishith and Malabika Bhattacharya,
Alolika came to the United States on June 7, 1971.
She initially settled in New York before making
her home in Wayne in 1974, where she remained
for more than fifty years. Wayne became the place
she called home, where she built her life and
became a cherished member of the community.

Alolika was a woman who valued education and
had a deep appreciation for literature. She earned
her undergraduate degree in Bengali Literature
from Women’s Christian College at the University
of Calcutta, graduating with the Class of 1964. She
continued her studies at the University of Calcutta,
earning her Master’s Degree in Literature in 1966.
Her love of learning and literature remained an
important part of who she was throughout her life.
Alolika was a gifted writer and journalist who
remained deeply connected to her Bengali heritage

throughout her life. She served as a columnist
and United States Correspondent for Paribartan,
a weekly news magazine, and for more than 25
years contributed to Bartaman Patrika, a leading
Bengali-language daily newspaper in India. She
was also a guest contributor for feature articles
and short fiction stories for the preeminent
Bengali language literary journal Ananda Bazaar
Desh Patrika.  She authored several books
of fiction that were published and launched
at the International Book Fair in Calcutta.

Through her writing, Alolika shared stories,
perspectives, and news from the United States
with readers in India, maintaining a meaningful
connection between the two communities she loved.
For many years, Alolika generously shared her
time, talents, and passion for the arts with others.
She taught dance and was actively involved in
writing and directing Indian musical productions
in New Jersey and New York City. Through her
creativity and dedication, she helped celebrate
and preserve the rich traditions of Indian
culture while inspiring others to share in her
love of dance, music, and the performing arts.

Alolika was the loving wife of fifty-nine years to
Bhawani Mukherjee; she was the devoted mother
of Sree (Bobbi) Mukherjee-Vaid and her husband
Dr. Chetan Vaid of Old Greenwich, CT; she was
the cherished and very involved grandmother of
Shiv, Richa, and Anika; devoted sister to Sonali
and Sudipto; she was dearly loved by numerous
nieces and nephews; and will be dearly missed by
her grand-dog Chuck.
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Rules for submitting articles to Sangbad Bichitra

Submit only one text at a time in any one category.
Send articles to this email : sangbadbichitraS@gmail.com

1) Poems should be within 12-20 lines.

2) Short poems should be within 6-8 lines.

3) Short stories should be between 250-500 words.

4) Stories should be at least 1200 words but no more than 1500 words.

5) Essays/ articles related to literature, science and social issues should be less than
500 (for an article) to 1000 (for an essay) words.

6) News form within your local community about art, culture, etc. should be within
100-500 words. Success stories of your next generation young members on any arena
can be shared.

7) The text should be formatted in Avro font and stored as a MS Word (.docx) file.
Handwritten content, an image (like JPEG or a PDF) file are not suitable formats and
submissions will not be accepted.

8) Content should be previously unpublished and original.

9) Content should be free from typographical and grammatical errors.

10) Any content directly commenting on a political party, religion, caste, nation or a
particular individual in a biased positive or negative manner will not be accepted for
publication.

@ Please understand that if the submitted content does not confirm to the guidelines
set forth above (especially word limit), it will not be accepted for publication (due to
space constraints of a 16-page magazine).

@ This is a publication focused on community(ies) and our main aim is to publish
news from any organization that promotes Bengali art and culture. As local Bengali
organizations submit content to us, we will strive to publish items accordingly.

@ Your opinion is important to us : Please provide your review (via email) of the
contents of “Sangbad Bichitra” as it tackles pertinent subjects and viewpoints and
their manner of presentation. If there is any room for improvement, please do
not hesitate to describe them briefly and we shall publish your feedback in our
subsequent edition.

Advertisement Rates for Sangbad Bichitra - 2025

(Color — Back Page)

1 Issue |1/2 Yearly Yearly
Full Page | (14 x10inch) | $250 | $1,500 | $2,500
1/2 Page (10 x 7 inch) $150 | $750 $1,250
1/4 Page (5 x 4 inch) $100 | $500 $1,000
1/8 Page (5 x 2 inch) $50 | $250 $500

(Color - Inside) 1 Issue |[1/2 Yearly Yearly

Full Page (14 x10 inch) | $150 | $1,000 | $2,000
1/2 Page (10x 7inch) | $100 | $500 $1,000
1/4 Page (5x4inch) | $75 |$250 | $500
1/8 Page (5x2inch) | $35 |$150 | $300

® Minimum three (3) issues.
® Payment is required in advance.
® Make check payable to : CAB
® Mail to : Cultural Association of Bengal
® Address : Arpita Gupta - Treasurer
20, Cambridge Road, Lafayette NJ-07848, U.S.A
® Zelle to : 516-965-5277

\ Digital version published In collaboration with Il Raunaq Publication directed by Rupa Majumdar
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M Feature OUR CAB MEMBER Dr. BIRENDRA N.
PRAMANIK IS INDUCTED IN THE HALL
OFFAME OF SCIENTISTS AT THE STEVENS
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, NEWJERSEY.

The Inaugural Honorees

Joining Professor Ajay Kumar Bose as an
inaugural honoree are three distinguished
Stevens alumni whose careers have advanced
scientific discovery, pharmaceutical research
and the development of new medicines: Dr.
Jeffrey J. Hale ’85, Dr. Arvind Mathur 92
and our own CAB Member Dr. Birendra N
Pramanik.

Honoring the scientists, educators and
leaders whose work has shaped chemistry
and chemical biology at Stevens and made
an impact around the world.

Located in McLean Hall, the Ajay Bose Hall of
Distinction honors the scientists, educators
and leaders whose work has extended the
impact of chemistry and chemical biology
far beyond the Stevens campus.

Established in 2026, the Hall begins
with Professor Ajay Kumar Bose and
three  distinguished  Stevens  alumni
whose careers have advanced scientific
discovery, pharmaceutical research and
the development of new medicines. Their
achievements reflect the enduring influence
of a Stevens education and the power
of mentorship to shape generations of
scientists and innovators.

Established 2026 - Inaugural honorees
inducted September 2026
Dr. Birendra N. Pramanik 77

Distinguished  Fellow, Merck Research
Laboratories, Retired

Advancing analytical chemistry
and pharmaceutical discovery

Birendra N. Pramanik retired in 2010 as
a Distinguished Fellow at Merck Research
Laboratories, following a distinguished 30-year
career in pharmaceutical research that began
at Schering-Plough in 1980, prior to its merger
with Merck & Co.

At Schering-Plough, Pramanik became a leading
authority in mass spectrometry and structural
analysis and helped establish state-of-the-
art mass spectrometry and NMR facilities.
Renowned for his expertise in the interpretation
of mass spectra, he solved complex analytical
problems that had long resisted resolution.
His contributions supported the discovery and
development of numerous novel therapeutics,
including the anti-allergy medicines Claritin
and Clarinex; the cholesterol-lowering drugs




N\

September, 2026

Zetia and Vytorin; the antifungal Noxafil; the
antiviral and anticancer agent Interferon alfa-
2b; steroid-based anti-inflammatory products;
and the immunotherapeutic Keytruda.

Pramanik is an author or co-author of more
than 140 publications and has presented
over 150 talks at national and international
meetings. He has also taught special courses at
institutions including Columbia University and

Stevens Institute of Technology.

His work has been recognized with numerous
honors, including the American Chemical
Society North Jersey Mass
Section Regional Award in 2000, two President’s
Awards at the company in 1983 and 1987, the
Richardson-Vicks Chairman’s Award in 1980,
and a Chinese Chemical Society Award in 2005-
2006

Spectrometry

A dedicated philanthropist, Pramanik established
endowed scholarship funds at Stevens Institute of
Technology in memory of his mentor, Professor
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Ajay Kumar Bose, and Margaret Logan Bose. He
also introduced scholarships at Parsippany High
School and Parsippany Hills High School in
honor of his parents. Pramanik earned an M.Sc.
in Chemistry in 1965 from Rajshahi University,
now in Bangladesh.

He completed his graduate studies at Stevens
Institute of Technology under the mentorship of
Professor Ajay K. Bose, earning an M.S. in 1973
and a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry in 1977.

Pramanik attributes much of his professional
success to the rigorous research training and
professional values he acquired while working
under Professor Ajay K. Bose at Stevens Institute
of Technology.

According to Dr. Pramanik - “Quality is never a
coincidence. It is the deliberate outcome of clear
intention, disciplined effort, intelligent strategy,
and an unyielding commitment to excellence.”

Courtsey : The Stevens Institute of Technology
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In memory of Alolika Di

Arundhuti Sarkhel
New Jersey, USA

She was a wonderful person

Always well-dressed with a little blue eyeshadow

She was an encourager and lifter

1981 Durgapuja, she found me by mouth
And called me for a dance performance
Kallol, number one at that time

I came with my little tape

After that told me to send my poems
And stories, talk about it by phone and laugh
Always loved to read her funny story
She touched my heart

She will stay with me

We are all going to miss her.
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NYC Mayor Mamdani to attend

9/11 memorial despite criticism

WASHINGTON (TNND) — As New York City
honors the 25th anniversary of the Sept. 11 terror
attacks, New York Gov. Kathy Hochul is pushing
back against calls for Mayor Zohran Mamdani to
stay away from memorial events. Hochul spoke
spoke out after former Mayor Rudy Giuliani took
aim at Mamdani’s Muslim faith and said he should
not attend the main ceremony. Giuliani, who was
the city’s mayor from 1994 to 2001, is criticizing
Mamdani’s planned attendance. “Having lost
friends there and being very close to many of the
families it offends me that he’s coming,” Giuliani
told Newsmax.

Some families of people killed in the attacks
have also asked Mamdani not to attend memorial
ceremonies. Hochul said she disagrees with the
calls for Mamdani to stay away. “This is a time
when people should be welcome to come together
in our collective grief and memory and honoring
those people, not trying to divide us, that’s
abhorrent,” Hochul said.

While confirming that he will attend Friday’s
main ceremony, Mamdani said he is proud to be

the mayor of New York City.

“I love this city, I love this country and what I want
this week to be a focus on is on the families whose
loved ones were stolen from them 25 years ago in
the horrific act of terror of September 11,” Mamdani
told reporters.

“A focus also on the first responders who gave
everything they could to this city. And to the people
who came together to try and help their fellow New
Yorkers. And so in the days to come, my focus will be
on attending events that memorializes that incredible
courage and I will be there on Friday at the memorial,
just as I was last year,” he added.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the attacks
carried out by al Qaeda, when terrorists hijacked
passenger planes and flew them into the Twin Towers
of the World Trade Center in Manhattan.

The attack in New York City killed more than 2,500
people, including firefighters and law enforcement
officers. Another roughly 230 people died in other
parts of the attacks in Virginia and Pennsylvania.

(COURTSEY - M.GIBBS, THE NATIONAL NEWS DESK )
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H-1B Visa Update: Trump Administration
Proposes $103,265 Fee

H-1B VISA poL iy ~

Us IMM.!!EI Y .

The Trump administration is proposing a new

$103,265 fee on employers seeking H-1B workers
through the annual visa lottery, dramatically
increasing the cost of a program widely used by
technology companies and other employers to

recruit skilled foreign workers.

The proposal is likely to intensify a long-running
high-skilled
immigration. Many MAGA-aligned critics of the H-1B

divide among Republicans over

program argue it allows companies to hire foreign
workers at the expense of U.S. workers, suppressing
wages and reducing job opportunities for American

graduates.

Supporters of the program, including many
technology companies and business groups, counter
that H-1B visas help employers fill specialized
positions in fields such as engineering and software
development when they say qualified U.S. workers

are in short supply.

Adam Klein, a former Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) official and co-founder of Globali.ai,
told Newsweek that DHS had not arrived at the new

fee by calculating how much it costs to process an
H-1B visa.

“It took roughly $8.8 billion in costs across the
broader immigration system, including USCIS, ICE,
CBP, State, Labor and DOJ, and divided that amount
by the 85,000 annual H-1B cap numbers,” Klein said.

“That concerns me. We are talking about making
employers seeking congressionally authorized H-1B
workers responsible for financing a much broader
portion of the federal immigration system, including
functions that have little to do with adjudicating

their petitions.”
New H-1B Fee: What To Know

DHS said in a proposed rule published Monday in
the Federal Register that the new fee would apply
to H-1B petitions subject to the annual 85,000-visa
cap, including the 20,000 visas reserved for foreign
workers holding qualifying U.S. master’s degrees or
higher. The proposed $103,265 charge would be paid
in addition to existing H-1B filing fees.

The proposal would not apply to cap-exempt H-1B
petitions, including many positions at universities
and nonprofit or government research institutions.
The proposed fee is distinct from a 2025 Trump
executive order that imposed a $100,000 charge on
certain overseas H-1B hires but was later struck
down in federal court. DHS said the new $103,265
fee relies on different legal authority and that the
executive order is due to expire in September unless

extended.

“DHS specifically says that if both requirements are
legally in effect, an employer subject to both could
have to pay both,” Klein said. “At that point, an
employer could be looking at more than $200,000 in
these two charges alone before the ordinary costs of

sponsoring an H-1B worker.”
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Other H-1B & Visa Changes Under Trump

The proposed fee builds on a broader Trump
administration overhaul of the H-1B visa program.
Recent changes have included replacing the
traditional lottery with a weighted selection system
favoring higher-salary applicants, and proposing to
eliminate the grace period for laid-off H-1B workers.

The proposal comes as the administration pursues
other increases in immigration-related fees. DHS
recently finalized a separate rule expanding a $4,000
biometric and security fee to certain H-1B extension
petitions filed by qualifying large employers.

“The rule will have significant detrimental effects
on the economy, communities, and the nation’s
global competitiveness,” Zuzana C. Wootson, Deputy
Director of Federal Policy at the Presidents’ Alliance,
said in a statement shared with Newsweek.

“By making it prohibitively expensive for many
employers to hire international graduates, this
proposal would undermine one of America’s greatest
competitive advantages: our ability to educate
talented students from around the world and retain

their skills, ideas, and entrepreneurial spirit.”

DHS is also weighing a plan to charge foreign
graduates on F-1 student visas $100,000 to participate

in Optional Practical Training, a post-graduation

work program widely used by international students.

Sangbad Bichitra

“International students do not choose where to
study based on the classroom experience alone.
They also consider whether they will have a
meaningful opportunity to apply their education
after graduation,” Wootson said. “The proposed rule
would severely weaken the education-to-workforce
pipeline and make the United States a far less
attractive destination for the world’s most talented
students.”

How the Fee Will Be Used

The proposal outlines how the revenue generated
by the new $103,265 fee would be distributed among
federal agencies. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services would receive approximately $3 billion,
while the Executive Office for Immigration Review,
which oversees immigration courts, would receive
about $2.96 billion.

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement would
receive approximately $1.05 billion, the Labor
Department about $1.21 billion, the State Department
about $484 million and U.S. Customs and Border
Protection roughly $76 million.

DHS said the funding would support activities
including immigration adjudications, fraud detection,
national  security vetting, labor compliance
enforcement, visa screening, immigration court

operations and border-related biometric systems.
Is This Article Fair?

Select an option to vote. You can change it anytime.
The $103,265 charge is not yet in effect. It is a
proposed rule and must go through the federal
regulatory process before it could become final. The
notice is scheduled for publication in the Federal
Register on August 25.

Courtesy Newsweek
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SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

Bengal Soul, Silicon Mind: Bridging Tradition & Innovation
QOTa AR 2@ (Nell— 1ee1 @ i wiifeid ozl

July 2-4, 2027
For more detail information p lease visit- https:nabc2027.org/
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NABC 2027 just got Bigger
‘THE ICONIC COW PALACE IN DALY CITY

Bengal Soul, Silicon Mind RiLiGon

Sangbad Bichitra

2600 Geneva Avenue
Daly City, CA 94014
415-404-4100

https:nabc2027.org

competltlons to trade shows and
corporate gatherings. With over 68,000
square feet of exhibition space,
flexible seating configurations, and
cutting-edge audiovisual technology,

Main Arena: seating for
approximately 10,300-16,500

North Hall: 49,000 sq. ft.

South Hall: 49,000 sq. ft.

252,000+ sq. ft. of total building space

we provide the perfect canvas for
creating memorable experiences.

Approximately 2,800 on-site parking
space

And most exciting of all...

TWO STAGES. ONE NABC.
Ourvision is to have parallel programming and performances in the Main Arena
and North Hall, creating an energetic and a memorable experience where there is
always something happening to keep you entertained. And of course, we are planning
an unforgettable concert experience in the tradition of NABC's spectacular evening
programs. The Cow Palace regularly hosts major concerts and artists, so you can geta
feel for the scale and energy of the venue from some recent performances: such as
The Beatles, Four Tet and many more.

A Bigger Bengali Celebration
NABC has always been about bringing our community together through culture,
music, food, art, business, ideas, and friendship.
The Cow Palace gives us the space to take that experience to the next level.
NABC 2027 at the Cow Palace. Bigger. More dynamic. More Bengali.

13
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47th North American Bengali Conference (NABC 2027)

Event Overview https:nabc2027.org/
Dates: July 2-4, 2027
Location: San Francisco Bay Area, Silicon Valley
Organizer: Organization of West Coast Bengali Associations (OWCBA)
Focus: Cultural celebrations, music, dance, theatre, literature, cinema, and the
featured World Al Symposium If you would like to participate, we can help you find
information on registration details, sponsorship opportunities, or schedule
updates as they become available.
nabc2027.org
NABC 2027 - 47th North American Bengali Conference on 2 - 4 July. NABC 2027 is
the premier convening of Bengali associations across North America 7o

NABC 2027 [ el

Where Heritage Meets Innovation == :
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Reema Mukherjee Sudip Das Rakhee Chaudhuri Shyamal Roy Sushanta Chakraborty
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TOGETHER WE MAKE NABC 2027 UNFORGETTABLE!

About NABC 2027

North American Bengali Conference 2027 (NABC 2027) brings together the Bengali
community across North America for three days of cultural celebration, business
networking, and connection — July 2-4, 2027, in California. The conference features
cultural performances, an Al-focused business forum, community programming, and a
grand finale concert, alongside opportunities for sponsors and exhibitors to engage with
thousands of attendees. In the past NABC conferences were organized by one primary
organization in a city. NABC 2027 is being organized by the Organization of West Coast
Bengali Associations and is bringing multiple Bengali associations in the West Coast
together.
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For more detail information visit- https:nabc2027.org
VOICES OF THE CONFERENCE

Registration & Pricing Keynotes &
Featured Speakers

Distinguished leaders from
REGISTER SINGLE academia, technology, arts, and
public life
$ 300 Keynote Speaker
Ages Above 13 Keynote TBA

Distinguished Bengali leader —
o All Cultural Programs announcement coming soon

/\

SPONSORS REGISTRATION
Al Forum

Premium Sponsor Tech Innovator
Silicon Valley executive &

$3000 Ages 23 & Abov Al researcher
AJes Zo & RDOVE

Literary Symposium

EXHIBITORS REGISTRATION AT
Award-winning Bengali
diaspora writer
$3500 Teams & Organizations -
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—— BEHIND THE SCENES

Behind NABC 2027

For the first time, Bengali associations across the West Coast are joining hands under the banner of the Organization of West Coast

Bengali Associations to host NABC 2027 — with leaders across the Bay Area and communities in Texas, New York, Florida,

Charlotte and beyond guiding the work across teams.

Meet the Core Team

LEADERSHIP

Prith Dipa Mondal
' n Banerjee CO VICE
il convenor CONVENOR

Sushmita
Datta

CO VICE
CONVENOR

EXECUTIVE TEAMS - NABC 2027

Arghya
Mukherj ee

TREASURER

Prasenjit Biswas

EXTERNAL
CULTURAL CO CHAIR

Raj Hamed
FILMS CO CHAIR

Gourab Basu
BUSINESS FORUM CO CHAIR

Biswapesh
Ch;lttopadhyay
EXTERNAL
CULTURAL CO CHAIR

| 88

Babli Chakraborty
FILMS CO CHAIR

4" Ashis Khan
BUSINESS FORUM CO CHAIR

GUEST EXPERIENCE & OPERATIONS

Dalia Sen Sandip Sen
LOCAL CULTURAL CO LITERATURE CO
CHAIR CHAIR

Madhumita Dutta
DECORATION CO CHAIR

Samrat Ghosh
NEXTGEN CO CHAIR

Jaideep Das

LITERATURE CO
CHAIR

Diptish Datta
DECORATION CO CHAIR

Akansha Mukherjee
NEXTGEN CO CHAIR

Arunava Banerjee Runa Mitra ¥ Sourav Datta Chiranjeevi Reema
REGISTRATION CO REGISTRATION CO HOSPITALITY CO Bhandaru Mukherjee
i CHAIR CHAIR || cHAR HOSPITALITY CO HOTEL CO CHAIR
. CHAIR
Sudip Das Rakhee I Shyamal Roy Sushanta Kaushik Kuila
FOOD CO CHAIR Chaudhuri BOOTH CO CHAIR Chakraborty IT CHAIR

FOOD CO CHAIR BOOTH CO CHAIR

Shauli Chaudhuri

FUNDRAISING CO CHAIR

Pradip Banerjee
FUNDRAISING CO CHAIR

Sanganika
Mukherjee

MARKETING CO CHAIR

Goldy Bhowmik

MARKETING CO CHAIR

WITH SUPPORT FROM THE CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF BENGAL (CAB) BOARD

Milan Awon - Surajit Sengupta - Gopendu Chakrabarti - Ashok Rakhit

Volunteers are already supporting these teams across programming, hospitality, technology, sponsorships, registration, food, marketing and

TOO+  more. And the circle continues to grow. REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN at www.nabc2027.0rg

Sangbad Bichitra - September 2026. Digital Version. Published by Cultural Association of Bengal, North America.

16




